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Dr. Yilin Sun 

Integrating Post-pandemic Strategies and Competencies to Achieve Success Beyond the 
ELT Classroom 
  
The COVID-pandemic has significantly changed our life and work in many ways. As we cope 
with the many pandemic disruptions and fight against Coronavirus fatigue, educators must 
build confidence, skills, and strategies to face new challenges and continue our actions and 
innovations in order to be successful in the new realities that define our professional and 
social lives. The speaker, who has a strong research background and extensive experience 
in ELT and teacher education, will discuss approaches and issues for ELT educators to 
develop critical competencies and to integrate post-pandemic educational strategies to 
achieve equity and success for our students. She will also share practices and applicable 
strategies to help ELT educators broaden their professional horizons and build channels of 
communication and collaboration beyond the ELT classroom and across the curriculum and 
disciplines. 
  
Dr. Yilin Sun is a tenured professor who directs Faculty Development Programs at Seattle 
Colleges (USA). She is a former president of TESOL International Association (2014-15) and 
the founding president of MAAL (Macau Assn. for Applied Linguistics). In 2021,  The English 
Language Specialist Program of the U.S. Department of State recognized Dr. Sun as one of 
top thirty specialists who have made a lasting impact on the specialist program and on the 
TESOL field in the world since 1991. Dr. Sun has extensive experience in teacher education 
and professional development. She has authored and co-authored books, book chapters, 
and journal articles. Over the years, Dr Sun has given numerous keynote/plenary and 
featured presentations at international professional conferences. .  Yilin is a long-time 
friend of ANUPI-COPEI who is looking forward to meeting all the Mexican ELT colleagues in 
November 2021. 
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Dr. Shondel Nero 

Professor of Language Education 

New York University 

 

Beyond ELT:  Technological and multimodal possibilities for 21st century cross-cultural 

communication 

The rising power and influence of the US and other English-dominant countries in the 20th 

century brought a concomitant rise in the spread, use, and power of English worldwide. 

Consequently, English language teaching (ELT) and learning became a major industry in the 

linguistic market place. But an equally powerful force was spawned in this century – 

technology, and the ability to communicate at record speed locally and globally, especially 

through digital and social media. Thus, the ELT classroom no longer has a monopoly on 

building channels of communication. Technology has made multimodal, multilingual 

communication possible beyond traditional ELT. This talk examines how channels of 

communication beyond the ELT classroom are already being built through strategic use of 

technology. I explore what are these channels? how are they being used by our students 

and for what purposes? How can English teachers effectively harness these channels to 

enhance cross-cultural communication beyond the ELT classroom?   

Shondel Nero is Professor of Language Education at New York University. Her research has 
focused on educating speakers of Caribbean Creole Englishes, as well as related issues on 
language and identity, and language education policy. She is the inaugural recipient of the 
James Alatis Prize (2016) for an outstanding article on language education policy based on 
her research as a Fulbright scholar in Jamaica.  


